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Mothers Day 

Change means giving up the Known for the Unknown. 
   Life is full of changes and now it seems that many things are changing, and 
many will not say; for the better. A change of government in New Zealand has 
seen a significant change in outlook and approach to the way the country is 
run and the priorities for spending taxes. This change is also affecting local  
communities as the costs of three waters will be directly faced by local body 
councils. Our own church rates are set to increase by 47% this year. As we 
look around our world, we see the many signs of internal and external conflicts 
affecting the lives of many people. Democracy can seem to be shaky and the 

way ahead seems to point to a growing sense of conflict and war 
rather than peace.  Life is more expensive; costs of living are  
increasing, and the global outlook can and does gnaw away at 
our sense of wellbeing. Alexandra Community House is at the 
forefront of many of the challenges and they are reporting an  

increase in the level of aggression and conflict from people presenting for help. 
   So how do we, as the body of Christ, as this part of the world respond? How 
do we pray? How do we act? How do we show Christ’s love during the  
challenges we are facing? Quite simply how do we be the church? 
Pray: Prayer is a powerful way to seek guidance, comfort, and strength during 
times of change and challenge. Pray for wisdom for leaders, for peace in your 
community and around the world, and for God's provision and protection for 
those affected by conflicts and hardships.     Cont.... 

      
     “Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember,      
the Lord is coming soon. Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done. 
Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 
Christ Jesus.”                                              Philippians 4:5-7     
 

Act:  Let us consider practical ways to support and care for those in need 
within our community. This could involve volunteering formally in our  
community, or simply offering assistance and comfort or hospitality to 
neighbours who may be struggling, or advocating for those that are  
vulnerable. Inviting people to join us for our Winter Soup lunches is a great 
place to start. Consider where is God calling you to serve in our  
community? 
     “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 
you are doing.”                                                         1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Love and be Compassionate: Show Christ's love by extending  
compassion, empathy, and support to those who are experiencing difficul-
ties. This might mean listening without judgment, offering a helping hand, 
or simply being a source of encouragement and hope for others. 
     ““Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe  
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and  
patience.”                                                                         Colossians 3:12 
 

Staying Grounded in Faith: Amid uncertainty, holding fast to our faith 
and trust in God's presence and provision is important. Drawing strength 
from scripture, fellowship with other believers, and the assurance that God 
is sovereign even during change will support us. Remembering who we  
     “Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness 
to the clouds.”                                                                        (Psalm 36:5) 
     “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  
                                                                              (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 

Remember, being the church isn't just about attending services or  
participating in religious activities—it's about embodying the love, grace, 
and compassion of Christ in all aspects of life, especially during times of 
trial and transition. We as the members of the body of Christ have an  
important role to play in our community to share the light of hope in the 
darkness, and to bring the salt of flavour to others.  
 
Every blessing as you share the blessings of Christ.  
Rev Andrew Howley 
 



The Alexandra and Districts Community Pantry 
Charitable Trust. 

 

Purpose of this report - 
   I want you to know about this Trust because our 
church is one of three local churches who  
established and controls this Trust.  The Trust  
provides funds for the Foodbank and assists with the food bank’s  
administration.  So, I think it is fitting for our parish to contribute to the  
Foodbank via the Trust (rather than donating to the Salvation Army) and this 
also upholds our role in the Trust. 
Background to the establishment of the Trust –  
   The community pantry at St Enoch’s was set up as a store of food that 
church social workers in Community House could access for their clients.  
The Salvation Army ran a separate food bank from their premises.  In 2018 
the Anglican parish, Roman Catholic parish and our parish formed and  
registered The Alexandra and Districts Community Pantry Charitable Trust 
(our Trust) so they could obtain funding through donations and grants to buy 
food for the community pantry. 
At the end of 2019 the Trust’s community pantry combined with the Salvation 
Army Foodbank and became the Combined Churches Foodbank (CCF) with 
all food located at Salvation Army.    
Our Trust – 
   Our Trust still exists as a fund to support CCF.   It is made up of 1 or 2  
trustees from the above 3 establishing parishes plus a social service trustee. 
These are the primary purposes of the trust as set out in the trust deed. 
 
3. PURPOSE OF TRUST 
 

 3.1  Exclusively Charitable Purposes: The Trustees hold the Trust 
Fund on trust to pay or apply so much of the capital and income of the Trust 
Fund as the Trustees think fit exclusively for or towards any one or more of 
the following exclusively charitable purposes, within the area of Alexandra 
and surrounding Districts, and which are declared to be purposes of the 
Trust, namely 
 3.1.1 To principally assist families, children and individuals in need by, 
   
      3.1.1.1 The provision of gods and services (including foodstuffs and  
              other items of personal and household use) with the intention of  
              alleviating community hardship. 
 
       3.1.1.2 The provision of mentoring or other services with the  
              intention of promoting healthy eating and sound household  
              budgeting to promote desirable community outcomes of                     
     self-sufficiency, good health and wellbeing.     

   Our Trust is not short of money at the moment, but this may change  
during the cost-of-living crisis.   Also, I believe the Trust could expand into 
other areas to support food security. 
If at any time you wish to donate to this trust, this is how to do it:   
Alexandra BNZ account  
called Community Pantry, account number 020  916  0124660 00.   
   If using internet banking, please put your name in the reference field.  
Then send an email to Pam Hughes at cobas@ach.org.nz advising of your 
donation and in due course she will send you a tax credit receipt.    Pam is 
resigning as treasurer around September so this email address will change. 
Thank you.  
Helen Williamson     Parish representative on the Trust. 

To you my dear sweet mother, 
 

 

You were the first one to feel my life beginning, 
You carried me within your own body, 
where you kept me safe from harm. 
 

When I was born you were exhausted but elated. 
You lavished your love upon me each day. 
You fed me, caressed me and dressed me. 
 

You watched me grow throughout my child-
hood. 
You cherished me at each stage of my life. 
Your strong faith in God was a blessing to me. 
 

Thank you Mother.  I love you. 
ANON 
 

THE BECKER FAMILY CELEBRATES:-   
Congratulations to Dawn & Brian Becker who  
celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary with 
family and friends in March this year. 
If you would like to read about their life together  
I recommend that you read the article in  
THE NEWS of March 14th 2024.   

        A Real Partnership and Love Story. 

mailto:cobas@ach.org.nz


Make a necklace for your Mum – You will need paper straws, scissors  
a thick blunt darning needle to thread the wool through the straw beads 
or wrap some cellotape around the end of the wool  and push it through 
the straw beads. 
You will also need strands of wool long enough to fit over your  
mothers head.  

 

TO MAKE THIS CARD YOU WILL NEED:- 
3 sheets of different colour card or you can use and 
recycle a cereal box.  Paste, scissors, pen or pencil 
& you could use stickers to decorate the Ice Cream. 
 

1. Cut a long triangle shape for the ice cream cone 
 

2. Cut a smaller cone with white card Write a  
message for your mum on the white card and paste it 
onto the Ice cream cone.  
 

3. Cut out a large circle of the other coloured card and 
paste them half way behind the cone shape. 
 

4. Cut out 3 smaller circles and paste them at the top rim 
of the cone.  Cut a small circle for the cherry on the top 
of the cone.  Cut the shape of a stalk and paste the stalk 
at the top of the cherry 

Jesus loves Me 
this I know  

for the Bible  
Tells me so. 

 

A MOTHERS DAY PRAYER 
 
Loving God, we ask you to  
bless all mothers today. 
May they feel the joys of 
Motherhood every day. 
May your love and 
compassion be with them. 
May every mother be blessed 
with your enduring love. 
For those who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one; 

 
give them strength to carry on. 
Lord deliver them in your strength 
holding them up with your  
mighty hand. 
We thank you for our 
own Mothers Lord. 
AMEN. 

Review of Ministry Appointment–Alexandra Clyde Lauder Union 
Parish 

The current appointment of the Rev Andrew Howley concludes 
early 2025.  9 months before a review of the ministry appointment 
is to be carried out.  The review team *of 2 Presbyterians-Rev. 
Anne Thomson (convenor) Rev Erin Pendreigh—and one  
Methodist—Rev Dale Peach South Island Superintendant will be in 
Alexandra on Tuesday 28th May to meet with Andrew & with  
Parish Council Members of the congregation are also welcome to 
speak to us* we will be @The Church from 4.00-5pm 28th May or 
email —   e.anne.thomson@gmail.com 

We’re hosting a Pink Ribbon Lunch event to help fund 

breast cancer education, patient support, research and  

advocacy. 

WHEN? 

Saturday, 25th May 2024,  

WHEN? 

St Enoch’s Lounge, 12 Centennial Avenue, Alexandra 

Tickets $25.00 each includes Lunch, raffles, fun  

and fellowship 

Tickets available from: Alexandra Community House, 

14/20 Centennial Avenue,  Alexandra. 

Contacts: Kay 021 269 4280 or Sheryll 021 173 0412 

Everyone Welcome  

 



Your Pastoral Visitor Message: 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE::  As from this Issue the ACLaim will only be available four 
times a year. The next ACLaim will be July/August/September 2024 please 
have any articles to me by Monday 15th July 2024.   contact me Phone 448 
8486 Gay  Gordon.    

Weekly 

REGULAR MEETINGS AND GROUPS 

  

Monthly 

Afternoon Fellowship 4th Thursday of the month 1.30pm 
            Contact: Various 

Various 
 

St Mungo’s Fellowship 3rd Wednesday of the month 2.00pm 
            Contact: Sheryll Hanning 

Various 
449 2703 

Parish Council 4th Wednesday of the month 
            Contact: Don Melville 

St Enoch’s 
03 448 9233 

Parish Evening Group 4th Wednesday of the month 7.30pm 
            Contact: Linda Armstrong 

Various 
447 3612 

Study Group 10am – All Welcome 3A Mayfair Grove Alexandra 
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Our thoughts and prayers to the families and friends of... 

    George Robertson Elder - funeral  held on  

         14th March 2024 At  St Enoch’s Church  - Alexandra 

 Dawn Marie Becker - funeral held on 3rd May 2024                                                    

 At St Enoch’s Church - Alexandra 

Psalm 62:5–12  An  excerpt from Seas0ns of the Spirit 2015 “Work for a cause, not 
for applause. Live life to express, not to impress. Don't strive to make your presence  
noticed, just make your absence felt” (author unknown). In this vein, the writer of Psalm 
62 reminds us that this new year will not be defined by what we achieve but rather how 
we are in a relationship with God; power is not in having money, rather power is in God 
who transforms lives.  
 The psalmist also sings, “My soul waits for God in silence.” In worship, learning 
and serving this week, how might silence be a part of your waiting for God? How might 
silence be used in your worship and learning settings this week? 

Contact Us  

Minister: 

Rev. Andrew Howley 
 

Phone: 03 448 8511 

             021 518 053 
Email:  
Andrew.howley.nz@gmail.com 

 

Parish Clerk: 

Don Melville 
 

Phone:  448 9233 

 

Email:  

don.m.melville@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at  

www.alexchurch.org.nz 

 

Like us on FaceBook 

 

Facebook.com/alexchurch 
 

 
Worship Times 

 

Sunday: 
 

 

Clyde:           9.00am 
 

 

Alexandra: 10.30am 
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If you require  

transportation to 

church please ask!  

 
Telephone Jennifer 

Bowie:  448 7369 

 

Sue & Don Melville  

448 9233 

May 12th Alexandra 10.00am Easter 7 

` 

May 17th Castlewood 10.30am  

 Ranui 11.00am  

 

May 19th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 

 

May 26th Alexandra 10.00am Trinity 

 

June 2nd Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost /Communion 

 

June 9th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 3 

 

June 16th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 4 

 

June 19th Castlewood 10.30am  

 Ranui 11.00am  

 

June 23rd Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 5 

 

June 30th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 6 

 

July 7th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 7 

 

July 14th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 8 

 

July 19th Castlewood 10.30am  

 Ranui 11.00am  

 

July 21st Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 9 

 

July 28th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 10 

    

Upcoming Worship Services 2024 


