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“We aim to be a reflection of God to the community”

ACLaim Newsletter

Creation

Last year (2024) the Words for Worship material had us concentrating on
Jesus as one with the Father. Jesus is the firstborn of all creation. Nothing
exists in the entire universe that did not come into being “in him.”

Scientists have spent their working lives trying to
explain about the beginning of the universe and the
farther they go into space the more there is to find. The
Big bang theory tells us that everything, including
everything we are as human beings, was once essentially
nothing. The universe began, scientists believe, with every speck of its
energy jammed into a very tiny point. This extremely dense point exploded
with unimaginable force, creating matter and propelling it outward to make
the billions of galaxies of the vast universe. Astrophysicists dubbed this titanic
explosion The Big Bang.

Today, the consensus among scientists, astronomers and cosmologists is
that, the Universe, as we know it was created in a massive explosion that not
only created the majority of matter, but the physical laws that govern the
ever-expanding cosmos.

It makes my head spin at the very words that everything that exists at this
moment comes from the energy of that moment.

If we read Colossians 1: 11-20 It tells us, it is infused with, and animated
by, the ‘glorious power’ of Christ in God. It explains how we are made by, in
and of God’s goodness! Cont...
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| find it interesting that in most of the
information | have gathered from books and
the internet that the word created and creating
are at the centre of all their research and
explanations of how the Earth and the whole
universe developed.

Being a Christian, | can see that at the
centre of all their research they are still
focused on something at the centre of the Big Bang. The scientists talk
about the universe as stretching all the time. So creation as | see it is still
happening which is part of Gods plan.

The New Testament writers speak about Christ as God’s wisdom to help
explain his significance. He existed before anything was created and is
supreme over all creation. “Colossians 1.v15. “Christ is the visible image of
the invisible God.”

In Paul’s letter to the Colossians he begins his prayer for them by
thanking God for the Colossians progress in the faith. He also prays that
they might understand even better.

We move on to the unseen now as Paul says “What God has reserved
for believers has not yet been fully revealed, but it already exists in
heaven.”

Paul talks to the Colossians about The Good News and that this news is
effective to change lives and bring about spiritual growth. Spiritual growth
yields a clearer and deeper comprehension of Christian truth and conduct
that pleases the Lord, through which a believer will have the endurance
and patience to stand firm against evil.

“‘_‘ Paul also presents Jesus as the supreme creator and
! " redeemer. Paul exalts the conceptions of Christ and the
. 44 ’J parallelism in thought and language strongly suggest

that these verses quote an early Christian Hymn about
% O, 69 LU Gl 1‘ JeSUS

Many Hymnists have written some wonderful words in their hymns and one
of my favourites is:-

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus

look full in his wonderful face

and the things of earth

will grow strangely dim.

In the light of his

His glory and grace.”

Gaynor Gordon - Editor



Celebrate! Celebrate! Celebrate!

There is lots to celebrate over the past few months and we send all
our good wishes to the following people.

Diamond 60 years Diamond 60 years

Congratulations: to June and Congratulations: to Jenny and
Dave Sinclair for reaching their | Trevor Barr for reaching their
60 years together. ve 60 years together <«

100 years younq. What a pleasure it was to sit and listen
to Daphne tell the story of her life. Born and raised in
~ Mataura with 9 siblings. She knew hard work and was there
: for the family when The Second World War broke out. She
— joined the New Zealand Women's Land Army which allowed
g ¢ her to work on the family farm.
' ¥~ o After the war she had a number of experiences as a home
= help & farm hand. She became a Nurse aid at Dunstan
Hospital and | don’t know if it was her uniform that drew the attention of
Fred Attfield or her good looks. They married and lived in the old farm-
house cottage in the Waikerikeri Valley and it was pretty basic. Raising 4
children was a challenge but Daphne was a person to do a job and do it
well.
She spoke to me of her love of genealogy and she does wish that she had

the time to write stories. Time just flew by as she told me of other things
she had done. Daphne is still one very switched on

lady and can recall things at the drop of a hat. We will
end on that note with the picture of her hat that
Rosemary made for her to wear in the decorated hat
challenge at Ranui Home. The 100 year birthday
sash is wrapped around the colourful hat.

Gaynor Gordon

PARISH FAIR

-
Saturday October 25" (Labour weekend)

Parish members
making bread rolls for the
Parish Fair.

A note from our Fair Co-ordinator Sue Melville

| am always delighted at how our church family
comes together on the day to show a community facing
spirit.

Once again the fair was a very successful event, the
local community arrived in good numbers their good
will was evident in their support.

Thank you first and foremost to our Gracious God for
his many blessings.

A huge thanks to everyone for your prayers,
donations, time given in planning preparations, work
on the day and clean up.

You are appreciated.

Photo’s of the
Books &
Baking and
preserves
Stalls




Left: Tarn, Emily & Ollie
leading the singing in the
lounge during winter
services.

Right: Theo & Jesse
showing their streamers
during a lesson about
wind and fire at
Pentecost.

. - Mavis involving the children in her

. Bible Lesson 7th September.
Photo’s taken by Chris Beilby.

\

THE NATIVITY SCENE

To Make this Nativity Scene you will need the

following items :-

8 popsicle sticks,

Glue for wood craft.

Paint in colours:- blue for Mary, Orange for

Joseph, White for Jesus head wrap;

Cream ribbon for wrapping Jesus in.

| Strips of strong brown cardboard for manger
White paint for the Angel. Tinsel for the Angel

String for bow at bottom of manger.

Use a black pencil or fine felt tip pen to add eyes.

You can hang this on your Christmas Tree by threading string through the top
of the stable or paste the finished Nativity Scene onto cardboard.
God Bless you at Christmas and always.

REGULAR MEETINGS AND GROUPS

Study Group Tuesdays mornings at 10am

All Welcome 3A Mayfair Grove Alexandra

Advent Study |Dates, Times and Venue will be in the Weekly Bulletin

Afternoon Fellowship 4th Thursday of the month 1.30pm Various

Contact: Various

St Mungo’s Fellowship | 3rd Wednesday of the month 2.00pm Various
Contact: Sheryll Hanning 021 173 0412

St Enoch’s
03 448 9233

Parish Council 3rd Wednesday of the month 3pm

Contact: Don Melville

Andrew Doubleday’s Report
PCANZ General Assembly, in Christchurch, has come and gone. For the
most part, a joyous affair to be part of. Or, more accurately, to witness.
The Assembly was hosted by St Paul’s Trinity Pacific. The people of the parish
were AMAZING - their hospitality, their leading in worship, their facilities — all
the bases covered. This really set the platform for a great event.

The business was ‘moderated’ by the Rt. Rev Peter Dunn. He brought warmth,
humour, and humility to the role — | suspect moderating some of what might
have been more contentious impulses. He brought a spirit of generosity into
the life of the Assembly.

A modest number of us gathered at ‘Scoundrel’, a café/bar around the corner
from the Assembly venue on the Monday evening. It was a great night — a
clear and appropriate liturgy to induct Rev Andrew Howley as our
Executive Officer, compiled and led by our UCANZ Chair, Rev Hana Popea.
Food and ‘refreshments’ were naturally part of the proceedings.

EDITORS NOTE: The next ACLaim will be Dec 2025/January/February
2026 please have any articles to me by Monday 12th January 2026.
sent to me via email : ggordon@actrix.co.nz Gay Gordon.

Your Pastoral Visitor Message:
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IN MEMORIAM
Our thoughts and prayers to the families and
friends of...

Peter William Ashton - funeral held on 18th ~  Eima’s Peony
August 2025 At Hope & Sons Chapel - Dunedin
Pamelia (Pam) Scott - Memorial Service held on
19th August 2025 At Central Otago Funerals - Alexandra
Elma McGregor - passed away on 29th August 2025
Memorial Service held on 27th September at Gillions &
Sons Dunedin.
Anita Willems - passed away on 26th September 2025 in
Dunedin. She had a private family service

Upcoming Worship Services 2025 Contact Us

Nov 2nd Pentecost 21 Minister:
Alexandra 10.00am ¢, 0pion Rev. Andrew Howley

Phone: 03 448 8511
Nov 9th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 22 021 518 053

Email:
Andrew.howley.nz@gmail.com

Nov 16th Alexandra 10.00am Pentecost 23
Parish Clerk:

Don Melville

Nov 19th  Castlewood 10.30am Phone: 448 9233

Ranui 11.00am
Email:
don.m.melville@gmail.com
Nov 23rd Alexandra  10.00am Reign of Christ .
Visit us on the web at
www.alexchurch.org.nz
Advent 1: Combined

Nov 30th St Enoch’s 10.00am S eh Angcans Like us on FaceBook

We acknowledge the passing of :-
Sheryll Hanning ‘s mother Margaret Connelly whose

Facebook.com/

Dec 7th Alexandra  10.00am Advent 2 alexchurch

Communion
funeral was held on the 8th August 2025 at the Cromwell
Worship Times
SPOI'tS Centre. Dec 14th Alexandra  10.00am Adv?nt 3 .
We also acknowledge the Graveside service for Music Service Sunday:

Alexandra: 10.00am

: tbe ashes of Bernie and Helen Love to be in-
i terned together at The Alexandra Cemetery on
¥ 27th of September 2025 . Service taken by

Valerie Anderson
000K HOHRXRANCIGLHRXHIHRX RIS D R RN T ! Dec 17th CaStleWOOd 10'30am? Telehone:'

OUR PRAYER OF LOVE FOR OUR DEAR DEPARTED Ranui 11.00am?

St John the Baptist Catholic Church-Time 2 be If you L Ll
Confirmed. ™ transportation

2 to church please ask!
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! ! Jennifer Bowie
' O God, as we remember our loved ones. In this life you embraced them with !

448 7369
;your tender love. Thank you for everything we remember and treasure about i Dec 21st Alexandra  10.00am Advent 4
them, for all that they mean to us. ! .
Come to us with light. Come into our presence this day and night, O God, as | LB CglE

we give thanks for the lives of our loved ones who are now in your loving

care. i

Take care of them, Lord, until we all reach that time and place where every

tear is dry, every question answered and all things are made new. Lord, in
your love, Hear our prayer. AMEN

Chris Beilby
021 449 296

Dec 28th Alexandra 10.00am Christmas 1

Jan 4th Alexandra  10.00am Christmas 2

Dec 25th  Clyde Hall 10.00am  Christmas Day 448 9233




